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INSIDE CRA backs NSCC Fair
Payment Campaign

The Concrete Repair Association (CRA) celebrated its 25th
anniversary with a Gala dinner in the House of
Commons at the end of 2013.

Founded in the autumn of 1988, when Robert Jenkins became the new
Association’s first Chairman, the CRA started life as a contractor-led
organisation only, but as early as its second year, invited manufacturers into
full membership. Now, 25 years on, contractors, manufacturers and specialist
distributors all play an active part within the CRA.

Although it has seen many changes over the years, the Association continues
to lead the way in improving professionalism and standards within this
specialist sector of the construction industry. The CRA insists on contractor
and manufacturer members complying with the highest standards of quality,
safety, integrity and reliability. In fact, it is a requirement of membership that
manufacturer and contractor members are accredited to ISO 9000: 2000 and
BS EN 14001 (Environmental Standard), as well as conforming to the
Association's Codes of Practice and Training requirements. 

The CRA is also working more closely with the Corrosion Prevention
Association (CPA) and Sprayed Concrete Association (SCA) having formally
launched an Alliance, aimed at providing a single co-ordinated voice for the
structural concrete refurbishment and repair industry.

Industry
Grapevine

CRA keeps dust control
on the agenda

Jack Perry of distributor EPMS
Supplies has been elected as

Chairman of the UK Concrete Repairs
Association.

Jack aims to further develop the
Association during his two-year tenure
as Chairman. His primary aim is to
promote the professionalism of CRA
members to government and private
organisations alike, highlighting the
benefits of specifying the use of CRA
members for all concrete repair
projects. 

He also hopes to further promote and
advance the skills of CRA members by
investigating opportunities to develop
formal qualifications and
apprenticeships which will enable
members to prove their expertise
through nationally recognised
qualifications. 

RAISING STANDARDS
FOR 25 YEARS

Visit the Structural
Concrete Alliance at the

UK CONCRETE Show
The Structural Concrete Alliance will be exhibiting on stand C64 at the UK

Concrete Show, being held on 27-28 February in Hall 5 of the NEC in
Birmingham.

Bringing together representatives from the Concrete Repair Association, Corrosion
Prevention Association and the Sprayed Concrete Association, the Structural Concrete
Alliance will be providing authoritative guidance on asset protection and repair:

• The repair, refurbishment and renovation of concrete

• Cathodic protection of steel and concrete structures

• Sprayed concrete technology and application techniques

Technical experts from the Alliance associations will be taking part in the programmed
seminar sessions, as well as being available on the stand to answer visitors’ queries. 

The Alliance represents over 8     0 companies drawn nationally from contractors,
manufacturers, distributors, consultants, test houses and equipment suppliers. It offers a
single point of contact for major clients and a definitive source of information and advice
for all involved in the repair, refurbishment and management of concrete. 

Located in Hall 5 of the NEC, the UK CONCRETE Show 2014 is Europe's largest
specialist concrete event. Bringing together over 200 exhibitors involved in the design,
manufacture, specifying, site installation, testing, maintaining and repairing of concrete, the
show also features seminars, live demos and a large equipment boulevard. 

For further information on the UK Concrete Show visit www.concreteshow.co.uk

JACK PERRY ELECTED
AS CRA CHAIRMAN

Jack has over 40 years of experience in
the concrete repair sector, having started
his career with with Sika in 1974. He
currently works in business development
and marketing for EPMS Supplies,
where he has been for over 15 years. 

(Continued on page 2)

Award for
Peter Cowlard



The importance of protecting people from respirable crystalline silica (RCS) dust remained a key topic of
discussion at the CRA AGM, held in the House of Commons on 22 November.

Nigel Roper of CRL provided an update of his work to investigate the impact of RCS on those employed in the concrete repair
industry and provided an overview of the employer’s legal obligations to ensure worker safety.

He explained that tasks such as drilling, breaking, grinding, blasting or cutting concrete will create fine airborne silica dust
particles. Some particles will be invisible to the human eye. Mr Roper declared that these invisible ‘respirable’ particles are the
most damaging to health, resulting in long term respiratory diseases. He reminded attendees of their legal duty to ‘ensure that
exposure of employees to substances hazardous to health is either prevented or, where this is not reasonably practicable,
adequately controlled’.

Mr Roper explained that where
exposure cannot be eliminated,
the HSE offers Principles of
Good Practice to assist the
employer in their risk
assessment. He warned that the
HSE informs their inspectors
that ‘control will only be treated
as adequate if the principles of
good practice are applied’

He noted that the HSE will also
assess performance against the
COSHH Regulations, the COSHH Approved Code of Practice and relevant HSE guidance. 

Mr Roper explained that the Workplace Exposure Limit (WEL) for respirable crystalline silica dust
is 0.1mg/m³ over an eight hour period. He stated that employers may need to prove (using air
monitoring techniques) that they are not exposing workers at or above this limit, unless they can
prove that exposure is being adequately controlled by other means and in line with HSE guidance. 

In addition to applying the principles of good practice, Mr Roper suggested that employers should:

• Create procedures and safe systems of work for protecting people against silica dust.
• Create maintenance regimes for plant, equipment and personal protective equipment (PPE).
• Provide clothing that does not retain dust. Use man-made materials rather than cotton or wool.
• Provide good welfare and encourage good hygiene.
• Provide employees with Health Surveillance which may include annual lung function tests
• Consult hire companies and manufacturers for guidance in relation to the availability of

technical solutions.

He also highlighted the contribution that can be made by designers. Stating that they have a duty
under the Construction Design and Management Regulations (CDM) to design with safety in
mind, he suggested that designers can create systems of work and specifications that eliminate the
creation of silica dust.

The HSE website (www.hse.gov.uk) provides a good source of practical advice in the form of
information sheets that set out suitable controls for a range of construction activities. These serve
as a valuable tool for those developing safe systems of work. If correctly followed, employers (and
the HSE) will be satisfied that employees are being suitably protected 
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CRA keeps dust control
on the agenda

The new Structural Concrete Alliance brings together over 70 companies drawn from
contractors, manufacturers, distributors, consultants, test houses and equipment suppliers
and offers a single point of contact for major clients and a definitive source of information
and advice for all involved in the repair, refurbishment and management of concrete
infrastructure and the protection from corrosion of a wide range of structures.

Although all three Associations will continue to operate, providing detailed advice and
comment within their individual speciality areas, association meetings are now being
scheduled to coincide, and the associations’ Technical and Publicity Committees have
been combined to ensure that technical information and promotional campaigns share a
united vision and reflect needs across the sector. 

The Structural Concrete Alliance is offering free regional half-day CPD seminars on
Structural Asset Protection and Repair throughout 2014, with presentations from CRA,
CPA and SCA members. 

In addition, the CRA continues to reach out to the wider construction sector, providing
educational opportunities through CPD presentations and offering a range of guidance
documents to help ensure that concrete repair is recognised as a trade which requires skills
and experience.

The Association has recently reviewed and updated its CPD presentations, The route to a
successful concrete repair and Structural strengthening with fibre reinforced polymers.
These programmes are specifically designed to give an insight into concrete repair
procedures and allied refurbishment techniques. Produced for the benefit of specifiers,
contractors and owners of structures/buildings containing concrete components, they are
delivered on site at a time and date of the delegates’ choosing.

CRA chairman Jack Perry declares:

“For 25 years, the CRA has played a vital role in improving standards of concrete repair
by offering independent advice and professional service. 

“During 2014, the Association will continue this work, reaching out to potential new
members and continuing to educate all those in the construction industry about the
importance of using specialist contractors for all concrete repair and refurbishment work. 

“We will continue to campaign for improvements in education, offering CPD
presentations, as well as investigating ways of improving the skills of our membership
through the development of formal qualifications and apprenticeships.

“The CRA also intends to continue to work closely with the SCA and the CPA through the
Structural Concrete Alliance to further develop industry standards, skills and education.”  

RAISING STANDARDS
FOR 25 YEARS (Continued from page 1)

CRA CHAIRMEN 1988-2014

Robert Jenkins Stonecare 1988
Graeme Brown Balvac 1991
Jim Maker Makers 1992
Chris Martin Concrete Repairs 1994
Pat McArdle Llewellyn Stonecare 1996
Mike Gibbs Pitchmastic 1997
Bob Berry Concrete Repairs 2001
Mike Hackett Makers 2003
Andrew Muirhead Structural Renovations 2005
Tony Hansard Weber 2007
Dave Burgess Concrete Repairs 2009
Ken Dykes Freyssinet 2011
Jack Perry EPMS Supplies 2013

HSE Principles of Good Practice
(a) Design and operate processes and activities to minimise emission, release and spread

of substances hazardous to health.

(b) Take into account all relevant routes of exposure (inhalation) – when developing
control measures.

(c) Control exposure by measures that are proportionate to the health risk.

(d) Choose the most effective and reliable control options which minimise the escape
and spread of substances hazardous to health.

(e) Where adequate control of exposure cannot be achieved by other means, provide, in
combination with other control measures, suitable personal protective equipment.

(f) Check and review regularly all elements of control measures for their continuing
effectiveness.

(g) Inform and train all employees on the hazards and risks from the substances with
which they work and the use of control measures developed to minimise the risks.

(h) Ensure that the introduction of control measures does not increase the overall risk to
health and safety.

HSE guidance
• COSHH essentials in construction: Silica (Sheets giving practical guidance)
• Construction Dust CIS36
• Control of exposure to silica dust INDG463
• Dust control on cut-off saws used for stone or concrete cutting CIS54
• Using cut-off saws: A guide to protecting your lungs INDG461
• Health surveillance for those exposed to respirable crystalline silica (RCS) G404
• Fit testing of respiratory protective equipment facepieces OC282/28
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• Agree clear payment terms in your
contract: To ensure you get paid on
time, it is essential to agree clear
payment terms in your contract.

• Say 'No' to Cash Retention: The NSCC
No Retention Policy, backed by all
NSCC member organisations, is
designed to eliminate cash retentions
within the construction industry.

• Implement an Effective Payment
Process: Give yourself the best chance
of getting paid on time by making sure
your house is in order. Establish an
internal mechanism that will enable you
to keep on top of the payment process
for each contract.

• Don't accept late payment:  Whilst
many contractors and clients will be
perfectly reasonable when it comes to
paying you, there will be some that
reduce, delay and withhold payments
wherever they can. Don’t accept this.

For further information on the Fair
Payment Campaign visit
www.fairpaymentcampaign.co.uk

The CRA is working actively with
other construction industry

associations to campaign for improved
pay and conditions for its members.
The CRA has joined the National
Specialist Contractors Committee
(NSCC) Fair Payment Campaign. 

CRA representative Grant Roxborough
attends the NSCC Contracts Committee
and has been raising the issue widely. 

The NSCC Fair Payment Campaign is
designed to improve payment practices in
the construction industry. It calls for
proper and timely payment and the
elimination of retentions throughout the
supply chain to improve the quality and
delivery of construction projects.

The campaign lays out 5 steps that all
specialist contractors should follow to
ensure fair payment:

• Insist on 30-Day Payment Terms:
Payment within 30 days is a contractual
requirement on central Government
contracts and a number of other clients
such as Crossrail and Network Rail are
increasingly insisting on payment
within 30 days.

CRA backs NSCC Fair
Payment Campaign

CURRENT CRA MEMBERS
Contractors: ............................................................................................ Telephone:

AMBER CONSTRUCTION SERVICES LIMITED ............................................ 0208 592 5699
APA CONCRETE REPAIRS LIMITED ............................................................ 01422 379640
ALFRED BAGNALL & SONS (RESTORATION) LTD ........................................ 020 8311 3910
BALVAC LTD ................................................................................................ 01928 719875
BERSCHE-ROLT LTD .................................................................................... 01825 713000
CCL (GB) LTD .............................................................................................. 0113 2701221
CEMPLAS WATERPROOFING & CONCRETE REPAIRS LTD ............................ 020 8654 3149
CONCRETE REPAIRS LTD ............................................................................ 01246 544900
CONCRETE RESTORATION LTD.................................................................... 020 8994 8860
CURRALL LEWIS AND MARTIN (CONSTRUCTION) LIMITED ........................ 0121 552 9292
FREYSSINET LTD ........................................................................................ 01952 201901
GUNITE (EASTERN) LTD .............................................................................. 01480 466880
JB SPECIALIST REFURBISHMENTS LTD........................................................ 01487 834017
MACKENZIE CONSTRUCTION LTD .............................................................. 0141 633 5555
MAKERS CONSTRUCTION LTD .................................................................... 0845 899 4444
MANSELL CONCRETE REPAIR .................................................................... 0113 8213400
MATRIX SOLUTIONS UK LTD ...................................................................... 01454 616170
OXFORD HYDROTECHNICS ........................................................................ 01869 346001
P J MEAR LTD ............................................................................................ 01480 431117
PRESTEC UK LTD ........................................................................................ 0121 308 8001
PRIMARS COATINGS SERVICES LTD............................................................ 0208 9523330
RENOCON LIMITED MULALLEY PLANNED MAINTENANCE ........................ 020 85519999
REPEX LIMITED .......................................................................................... 01435 866666
RSS CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS LIMITED .................................................. 08456 123293
SEALABILITY LIMITED ................................................................................ 0870 405 0001
SKYFORM SPECIALIST CONTRACTS............................................................ 0141 810 5722
SONNY MAINTENANCE LTD – SMG............................................................ 01323 411298
SOUTH WEST CONCRETE REPAIRS LIMITED................................................ 01752 561300
STRUCTURAL RENOVATIONS LTD................................................................ 01753 825511
TOPBOND PLC ............................................................................................ 01795 414050
UNIVERSAL SEALANTS (UK) LIMITED ........................................................ 0191 416 1530
VOLKERLASER LIMITED .............................................................................. 0844 8004560

Manufacturers: ...................................................................................... Telephone:

FOSROC LTD .............................................................................................. 01827 262222
MAPEI UK LTD ............................................................................................ 0121 5086970
REMMERS (UK) LTD .................................................................................... 0845 373 013
SAINT-GOBAIN WEBER .............................................................................. 08703 330070
SIKA LIMITED ............................................................................................ 01707 394444

Distributors: .......................................................................................... Telephone:

EPMS SUPPLIES LIMITED............................................................................ 0113 276 0037
RESAPOL LTD.............................................................................................. 01942 609001
SIG INSULATION ........................................................................................ 0845 863 0819

Associates: .............................................................................................. Telephone:

BIRMINGHAM CITY LABORATORY .............................................................. 0121 303 9300
MARTECH TECHNICAL SERVICES LTD ........................................................ 01487 832288
THE CONCRETE CONSULTANCY 2000 LTD .................................................. 01707 268034

CRL Surveys Ltd has achieved UKAS Accreditation for a range of onsite concrete
inspection services including visual inspection, hammer testing, carbonation testing,
concrete sampling for laboratory analysis, half cell surveys, concrete resistivity
measurements and pull off tests.
The company says that most clients are now specifying UKAS Accreditation for the
contractor undertaking inspection surveys, and that this ensures the company has been
assessed against internationally registered standards to demonstrate their competence,
impartiality and performance capability.
It says the European Standard EN1504 for the protection and repair of reinforced concrete emphasises the importance of
carrying out a detailed inspection of the concrete before the design and scheduling of the repair works is undertaken.
CRL believes it is essential that this work is undertaken in a professional manner by experienced personnel in accordance
with current British Standards and Guidelines. Poor investigation surveys can lead to significant cost escalation when the
works are undertaken, due to poor quantification and changes needed to the repair design.
CRL Surveys has five regional offices, and provides a comprehensive nationwide service for the assessment of the
concrete condition, steel reinforcement corrosion and structural analysis.
The company works in all sectors of industry; its operatives are trained and qualified to work in all environments
including abseil, confined space, nuclear, marine and hygiene. 

CRL SURVEYS LTD   020 8288 4848   www.crlsurveys.co.uk

CRL SURVEYS GAINS UKAS ACCREDITATION

CRA on the airwaves
On the 13th October 2013, Adrian Goldberg of BBC Radio 5live ran an
investigation of the late payment culture within the UK construction industry. 
The programme included an interview with the Minister for Business and
Enterprise Michael Fallon, while CRA representative Grant Roxborough gave his
views on the impact of late payment on specialist construction businesses. 

To listen to the interview visit http://rssprojects.tumblr.com/post/64623172598/
on-the-13th-october-2013-adrian-goldberg-of-bbc

Peter Cowlard accepts
Kevin Coulman Award
Peter Cowlard of Makers is the deserved

recipient of the 2013 Kevin Coulman
Award for services rendered to the
Concrete Repair Association or to the
general concrete repair industry.

A stalwart of the industry, Peter is said to have
worked on the very first concrete repair job in
Britain, at Plymouth docks in the early 1980s.

Peter spent his early years as a mechanical
engineer before he joined PM Arnold in the
early 1980s. After a brief spell with Shaw
Concrete, in 1985, he was offered the role of
marketing manager at Makers where he has
remained, helping it to grow into one of the
biggest concrete repair specialists in the UK. 

Described by colleagues as a “fountain of
knowledge”, Peter, who retired at the end of
2013, will be very much missed by the
industry and the Association, which he has
been instrumental in developing.

Speaking on receipt of the award, Peter
declared:

“I personally knew Kevin, so receiving the
Shield meant so much more to me. In looking
at the names on the Shield, I feel very
honoured to be amongst such distinguished
names from, and in our industry, and thank the
Association for recognising me in this way.

“I had the pleasure to be around in those very
early days of the Association’s inception, and
have watched it grow and assisted as I could.
Today it forms a major industry association
and binds our specialist industry together,
allowing us to move forward as a major
construction industry sector, in which I have
been pleased to be associated.

“I wish the industry, and the Association all
the very best for the future and I am sure
there will be times when I miss both.”

Previous recipients of the Award include Jim
Maker, Tony Rimoldi, Brian Dargan, Ken
Dykes, Lloyd Phillips and Tony Hansard;
with posthumous awards having been made
to Kevin Coulman, Tom Mc Culloch and
Jerry Clooney.

INDUSTRYDevelopments
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Concrete Repairs Ltd (CRL) has completed
two contracts at the world renowned CERN
research site in Switzerland; work which
coincided with the Higgs Boson particle
discovery!

The main 18 month contract was won
against strong competition from European
contractors, and involved the repair of two
administration buildings. A second contract
involved repair work to two cooling water
towers. 

The scope of works included concrete repair
and coatings to all exposed concrete
surfaces. Access was achieved using a
combination of fixed scaffold and climbing
mast platforms.

CRL says this was a major logistical
challenge, but the contract - the first to be
awarded by CERN to a UK concrete repair
contractor - was successfully delivered, and
represented a major achievement for the
industry.

CONCRETE REPAIRS LTD
020 8288 4848
www.concrete-repairs.co.uk

CRL COMPLETES 
CERN CONTRACT

Structural Renovations Limited has now
completed the concrete repairs to the three
tower blocks within the Barbican Estate in
the City of London.  These Grade II listed
buildings are of typical modern brutalist
concrete construction.

A requirement of the listed status is that
repairs must be almost invisible, so close
cooperation was required with client,
planners, English Heritage and material
manufacturers. Extensive trials were
undertaken to ensure compliance. 

Having demonstrated that concrete cannot
be repaired in patches or thin sections using
traditional concrete, and that standard
concrete repair material will not provide an
aesthetically pleasing finish, specifications
were developed using alternative
techniques.

Concrete repairs were carried out using
polymer modified repair mortars supplied
by Remmers, and were left recessed ready
to accept their colour-matched Restoration
Mortar.

To replicate the large black aggregate on
the façade of the Barbican Tower blocks, a
specially developed mortar was applied. The
surfaces of the repairs were then worked by
hand to expose the black aggregate. 

Structural Renovations Limited says that by
having an understanding of concrete repair
technology, and by carrying out thorough
trials, they were able to demonstrate that
satisfactory colour matched repairs are
possible.

STRUCTURAL RENOVATIONS LIMITED
01753 825511
www.structren.co.uk

MODERN LISTED
BUILDING REPAIRS

When the façade of the iconic
Olympia exhibition centre and
conference centre in West
Kensington required attention,
Cemplas Waterproofing and
Concrete Repairs Ltd was awarded
the £300,000 contract.

Ellmer Construction (part of the
Byrne Group) was appointed as the
principal contractor and Cemplas was
requested to assist in the process of
formulating a specification for the
renovation of the entire 2000m³
frontage of Olympia’s Hammersmith
Road façade elevation.

The existing coatings had failed and were delaminating, so Cemplas first removed these using
DOFF, and Tensid Tavec 201 biodegradable coating removal system. This was followed by
hammer testing the concrete and reconstituted stone substrate to establish the extent of
remedial repairs required. 

Cemplas evaluated a series of product samples from various manufacturers, before selecting
the Remmers system. All joints to the stonework were raked out and re-instated with a Geocel
sealant, and repairs were carried out to the existing concrete cladding panels that cover the
building frame using Remmers Betofix RM Mortar. 

Isolated areas of the façade were treated using Remmers Elastoflex façade fine filler and
fairing coat, including re-scribing  Ashlar lines. Priming and coating was carried out with
Remmers Elastoflex façade coating.

In addition to the façade works, Cemplas also carried out repairs and coatings to the canopy
roof, and undertook the weathering details to the upper roof by applying Sika’s Liquid Plastics
Decothane Roofing Membrane.

The client and architect were extremely pleased with the work carried out by Cemplas which
has resulted in Collado Collins Architects seeking the advice of Cemplas on several future high
profile projects.

CEMPLAS WATERPROOFING AND CONCRETE REPAIRS LTD 
020 8654 3149    
www.cemplas.co.uk

CEMPLAS PRESERVES OLYMPIA FAÇADE.
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of the Author and not necessarily of the CRA.    Rights reserved.    No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form, without prior written
consent of the publishers.  Thirty first edition: 20. 02. 14

Saint-Gobain Weber has supplied a
range of grouts, mortars and coatings
for housing block renovation and
refurbishment works at the Trinidad and
Grenada Estate in the London Borough
of Tower Hamlets.

The work, undertaken by contractor,
Alfred Bagnall & Sons (Restoration)
Ltd, involved repairing concrete
balconies and walkways which were cast
post-war onto steel beams using the
filler joist form of construction. 

Spalled concrete from around these beams had to be removed and replaced by a high build
polymer-modified mortar. After exposing and cleaning the steel joists, weber.cem HB30
mortar was bonded with the dual function weber.cem Bondcoat. This was also painted on
the beams to provide corrosion protection. 

A levelling coat of weber.cem fairing coat was applied over the soffits, followed by a twin
coat application of weber.cote smooth anti-carbonation and decorative coating.

Working in partnership with materials supplier and distributor Resapol, Bagnalls scheduled
and undertook the repairs over 32 weeks, completing the project on time and on budget. 

The £1.2m project was undertaken during Bagnall’s long standing partnership with London
Borough of Tower Hamlets, now Tower Hamlets Homes, and was one of many refurbishment
and concrete repair projects undertaken for the organisation across its housing portfolio.

SAINT-GOBAIN WEBER LTD
Tel: 08703 330070
www.netweber.co.uk

ALFRED BAGNALL & SONS (RESTORATION) LTD
Tel: 020 8311 3910   
www.bagnalls.co.uk

USL BridgeCare has been instrumental in
the refurbishment of the Allerdene Bridge
on the A1 Gateshead Western Bypass, near
the Angel of the North. The bridge carries
traffic over the East Coast Main Line and is a
main artery through the North East of
England.

The company had previously been
contracted by Balfour Beatty to undertake
waterproofing and joint works to the
southbound carriageway. During those
repairs, the edge of the deck on the
northbound side was also found to be
showing similar signs of deterioration, and
managing agent AOne+ asked USL to
provide a complete package for the deck
refurbishment works on the northbound
carriageway.

This included removing the existing
bitumen sheet waterproofing system;
breaking out 10m³ of failed concrete deck
and repairing with Nufins' Nugrout HiSpec
Repair Concrete; replacing corroded
reinforcement and the installing sacrifical
anodes. 

USL's Britdex MDP one-coat spray applied
waterproofing membrane and F.E hot-melt
bond coat was applied and a Dri-Deck
subsurface drainage system installed, as well
as two Britflex BEJ/8 and two FEBA HM
asphaltic plug joint systems.

With around 100,000 vehicles per day using
the bridge, it was essential that works were
completed on time, and USL provided multi
crews, working 24-hour per day. 

With the live railway below the structure
and overhead line equipment fitted to the
soffit of the centre span deck and to bridge
supports, hydro-demolition was not
permitted for removing concrete, so all
breaking out was undertaken by hand. 

Works were completed within budget and
ahead of schedule, allowing the road to
reopen one week ahead of programme. 

UNIVERSAL SEALANTS (UK) LIMITED 
0191 416 1530
www.usluk.com

USL TACKLES ALLERDENE
BRIDGE REFURBISHMENT 

TOWERING IMPROVEMENTS

Fosroc has added to its Nitoflor range of
high performance epoxy resin floor
coatings, with the launch of Nitoflor FC150,
which is aimed at filling the gap between a
protective coating and a floor screed.

Designed as a solution for new or existing
industrial floors, where high resistance to
chemical attack and abrasion resistance is
required, Nitoflor FC150 is said to provide a
hygienic, impervious glossy finish with an
easily cleaned surface. The company says
this makes it suitable for a wide range of
environments such as production assembly
areas, workshops and processing plants.

The system can also be used in wet working
areas and locations where chemical spillage
is likely, such as dye works and dairies. It is
solvent-free and produces no odour during
application.

CE marked to BS EN 13813, the three
component system is supplied in pre-
weighed packs ready for onsite mixing and
use. It is supplied in a gloss finish, in a range
of colours, with special colours and an anti-
slip finish also available. For large areas, the
system can be purchased as a two
component pack, where the colour paste
has been pre-dispersed in the base
component.

Fosroc says that, following a two-coat
application at a total thickness of 500
microns, Nitoflor FC150 not only conceals
blemishes in concrete, but allows a quick
return to service, with a durable, attractive
finish and low maintenance costs.

FOSROC LIMITED
01827 262222
www.fosroc.com

FOSROC ADDS TO FLOOR
COATINGS RANGE

Skyform (Scotland) Ltd has been working
with Raymond Brown Construction during
the installation of new turbine bases at the
Kildrummy Windfarm in Aberdeen.

At the Kildrummy site, Skyform’s Specialist
Contracts Division undertook the grouting
of the load ring once it had been set in the
required position. This required great
attention to detail because the position of
the load ring is critical for the efficient
operation of the completed turbine.

The works were undertaken in a specific
sequence, in strict accordance with the
material manufacturers’ guidelines. The
concrete surface was thoroughly cleaned
using high pressure water jetting
equipment and then thoroughly wetted
down until saturated, since it is critical that
the grout is not applied to a dry concrete
surface.

Purpose-built timber formwork was secured
on either side of the load ring to contain the
works and a rubber barrier placed at the
starting point of the pour to ensure a fully
continuous pour. This was removed shortly
before completion.

The grout was mixed using a Putzmeister
mixing unit and pumped from only one side
of the load ring until it reached the
underside of the load ring then a further
10mm beyond. The grout was then
disturbed with a metal poker before it
began to cure, to ensure there was no air
trapped in the mix. Where necessary, a
heated and tented enclosure was formed to
ensure that the required minimum
temperature of 5°C was maintained during
the curing period.

SKYFORM (SCOTLAND) LTD
0141 810 5722
www.skyformuk.co.uk

SKYFORM’S SCOTTISH
WINDFARM WORKS

Gunite (Eastern) Ltd is currently carrying
out internal and external concrete repairs as
part of the refurbishment of Sea Containers
House on the River Thames, Southwark.

The prominent river front building is
situated between the OXO Tower and
Blackfriars Bridge and is being redeveloped
extensively to create a mix of modern
offices, a 4-Star hotel and a River Walkway
with restaurants and cafés.

Gunite was contracted by Byrne Group PLC
in October 2012 with an initial scope which
included preparation works, concrete
repairs, formation of a new structural
movement joint and the application of an
exterior grade skim to 800 windows.

As a result of onsite performance and
project delivery Gunite was awarded the
second phase of works in March 2013. This
phase included external DOFF cleaning to
13,000m²; mastic replacement to all external
joints (6,000 linear metres); matched
external concrete repairs; decorations to all
800 window drip details; structural
strengthening to two staircases in the form
of mechanical fixing; mastic joints to
staircases with joints up to 40mm; internal
levelling; concrete repairs to soffits,
staircases and landings and the application
of a sprayed-applied fairing coat to all
exposed concrete nibs.

Due to the size of the building and the
extent of works, full detailed drawings were
required to form part of the guarantee
document.

Concrete repair materials were provided by
Fosroc and mastic materials by ARBO. To
date the total value of works is £1.1m.
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As part of its membership of the Structural Concrete Alliance,
the Concrete Repair Association (CRA) will be inviting

Grapevine entries for future issues of Cracking Matters from all
CRA, Corrosion Prevention Association (CPA) and Sprayed
Concrete Association (SCA) members.

The move aims to ensure that readers of Cracking Matters are kept
up to date with news from specialist companies working throughout
the structural concrete refurbishment and repair industry.

The Structural Concrete
Alliance brings together
over 80 companies drawn
from contractors,
manufacturers,
distributors, consultants,
test houses and
equipment suppliers. It
offers a definitive source
of information and advice
for all involved in the
repair, refurbishment and management of concrete infrastructure and
the protection from corrosion of a wide range of structures.

For further information on Cracking Matters contact 
CRA Publicity Officer Anna Hayes on tel: 01865 723600; 
email: initialcontacts@btinternet.com
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